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to settle the dispute by diplomatic means. He
suggested convening a European congress, but the
Tsar refused. Even when Russia destroyed the
Turkish Fleet at Sinope, it was some months
before France and England finally declared war
in March 1854.

Napoleon threw himself whole-heartedly into
the struggle. The greater part of the Allied army
which was despatched to the Crimea consisted of
French troops, and a huge concentration camp
was established at Boulogne for the training and
equipment of reinforcements.

The alliance with England presented Napoleon
with an opportunity to break down the attitude
of semi-ostracism still adopted towards him by
the crowned heads of Europe. The Kings of
Belgium and Portugal had recently condescended
to meet him upon friendly terms, but he had as
yet been unable to establish personal relations
with the sovereigns of any of the powers. To his
invitation to visit the camp of Boulogne, Prince
Albert sent an acceptance couched in the most
cordial terms. The meeting proved a surprising
success, and the Prince Consort extended to the
Emperor on behalf of Queen Victoria a wish
that he should pay an early visit to England. This
took place in April 1855, the Emperor receiving
a tumultuous reception in London from the public,
who remembered him not only as an ally but also